
7 Minute Briefing: 

Introduction:

• This multi-agency audit assessed how effectively the local 

partnership agencies and statutory partners work together 

to respond to children who are subject to repeat Child 

Protection (CP) Planning, due to persistent exposure to 

Domestic Abuse. 

What’s Working Well:

• Timely activity to protect, pursue and prevent in Child Protection investigation and 

planning processes. 

•  Management approval and oversight of children subject to more than one period 

of CP planning is recorded in agencies records. 

• Children’s voice and experiences are understood and supported within decision 

making and planning.

Even More to Celebrate:

• Positive examples of children’s identities, race, and diversity in 

some assessments. 

• Education Professionals consistently attend core groups. 

• Evidence of appropriate Police pursuit and protection activity was 

identified within records.

Even Better if:

• Better use of genograms and analytical chronologies to 

inform triangulation of information, assessment of risk and 

cumulative harm.

• Improving curiosity by asking children the right questions 

including, understanding complex blended families. 

• Professionals are able to navigate denial or minimisation 

of abuse and cultural barriers to reporting.

How else can we strengthen practice:

• Adopting a ‘trust but verify’ or a ‘respectful uncertainty’ 

approach,.

• Identifying points to intervene earlier along with exploration 

of risk during the CP planning process to reduce missed 

opportunities.

• High challenge and high support in professionals practice 

with families and direct work with children

• Increase professional curiosity, including deeper 

exploration of family history, patterns of risk, and previous 

incidents.

What else is available to practitioners to 

support practice:

• The Safer Rotherham Partnership (SRP) 

offer free training to all RMBC staff. 

Contact them at 

community.safety@rotherham.gov.uk  

for more information. 

Resources:

• Hopian (Formerly Rotherham Rise) support adults, 

young people and children affected by Domestic Abuse 

and Child Sexual Exploitation in Rotherham:

https://hopian.org.uk/

• Inspire to Change help perpetrators learn new skills and 

find better ways to manage and control their abusive 

behaviour:

https://cranstoun.org/help-and-advice/domestic-abuse/

inspire-to-change/
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